
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“A single log does not burn” 

 

Latvian Proverb 

 
 

    
 
 
 

A Motto of RENE: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear RENE Partners and RENE Friends,  

last April our Latvian Partner organized a conference for rural advisers from old 

and new EU-memberstates as well as close-by states.  

Here you find the combined report of the event: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    
Report on R.E.N.E. project International Conference 

“INFLUENCE OF AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL ADVISERS OPERA TION 
SYNERGY ON THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES” 

 
Conference was held in April 25–28, 2005 in Saulkrasti, Riga region, LATVIA. 

Conference discusses possibilities to foster rural development processes through cooperation 
between advisors of all sectors related to rural areas. There were 4 themes covered by the 
keynote speeches, workshops and study tours during the conference: 

1. Cooperation between advisory organizations in different sectors (agriculture, forestry, 
rural tourism, fishery etc.). 

2. Cooperation between different specialists (integrated approach). 

3. Adviser as trainer, partner for farmers and rural entrepreneurs. 

4. Cooperation between advisors, municipalities, development agencies and NGO’s. 

The number of participants was 71, most of them from Latvia – 55, 3 from Germany 
and Russian Federation, 2 from Czech Republic and Lithuania and one from Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, Hungary and Ukraine. 61 (87%) participants came from newly accessed 
countries. Translation was provided into Latvian, English, German and Russian. 

First day was dedicated for keynote speeches – a total of 8 speeches presented by 9 
speakers. For the first theme there were 3 keynote speeches: 

“Interrelation between agriculture and rural development and the further development 
of advisory services” by Laimdota Straujuma from Latvian Ministry of agriculture. 

“Economical activity of people in Rural area of Latvia and development measures” by 
Daina SaktiĦ a from Latvian State Institute of Agrarian Economics and 

“The Reformed Common Agricultural Policy as a Synergy Factor of Rural 
Development in Latvia” by Danute Jasjko from Latvian State Institute of Agrarian 
Economics. 

For the second theme there were 2 keynote speeches: “Cooperation between different 
specialists (integrated approach) in Denmark” by Greta Rahbek from Danish Agricultural 
Advisory Service and 

“Cooperation between different specialists (integrated approach) in Latvia” by Mā rti Ħ š 
Cimermanis from Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre. 

For the third theme there was 1 keynote speech: “Work of the Adviser in the Context 
of Education Ecology” by Baiba Briede and Ludis Pē ks from Latvian University of 
Agriculture. For the forth theme there were 2 keynote speeches: 

“Cooperation between advisors, municipalities, development agencies and NGO’s” by 
Natalya Andreeva - National Agriculture Expert from Russian Federation and 

“Different level Partnerships for rural development” by Inā ra Stalidzā ne representing 
LTD “Konsultanti”, Latvia. In the evening of first day conference participants’ had the 
opportunity to become acquainted with the Old Riga city. 

On the second day participants had to chose between 3 study trip routes. 
 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

During the study trips participants visited different farms (cash crop, pig, dairy chinchilla, 
fish reproduction), rural tourism facilities, nature parks and food processing enterprises in 3 Latvian 
regions – Cesis, Limbazi and Valmiera. 

During the study trip every participant had to fill in a working sheet. They had to investigate 
what the advisor has done on the farm or facility till now and what could be the future field of work 
for the advisor. 

In the cultural evening after the study trips participants were entertained by baron 
Minhauzen and his wife Jacobine and could join ancient Latvian songs and dances performed by 
folk group Delve. 

In the final day of the conference participants had to present what they had experienced in 
the previous day and what were their suggestions for the advisors in the future. After the 
presentation there was time reserved for workshops on themes of the conference. A total of 11 short 
presentations were given in 3 working groups fallowed by discussion. 

To evaluate the conference questionnaires were distributed to all participants. 32 
questionnaires were returned. Answers showed that in general participants were satisfied with the 
programme of the conference (63% gave the highest rating (5), 34% gave the next highest (4) and 
3% - average rate (3)). Participants were also satisfied with the lectors/speakers, though in this case 
the highest value (5) was given by 50% of the participants (some participants commented that some 
of the presentations were too complicated to understand). Most of the participants (69%) admitted 
that the conference has brought benefits for their future work giving the highest rate (5). 

Following benefits were named: information of advisory services in different countries, 
opportunity to share experience and knowledge with colleagues form other countries, to find out 
how particular problems are solved in other countries and others. 

The highest ratings were given for general organization of the conference and the quality of 
presented materials (78% and 81% respondents gave the highest mark). 75% of the participants 
were very much satisfied with the time schedule of the conference. Most of the participants could 
actively participate in the programme of the conference (74% gave the highest rating (5)), but it 
should be noted that in the future organizers should think about activities that involve all the 
participants. 

When asked which of the topics was the most useful for the future work 21,2% of the 
respondents mentioned the study trips, 18,7% the keynote speech by Baiba Briede and Ludis Pē ks 
“Work of the Adviser in the Context of Education Ecology” and 9,3% keynote speech by Daina 
SaktiĦ a “Economical activity of people in Rural area of Latvia and development measures”. 

When asked about the best and the worst at the conference respondents named study visits, 
time and place, good organization, cultural activities and others as the best. 75% respondents could 
not point out anything that could be classified as the worst. 91% of the respondents had no language 
barriers.  

Most of the respondents (61%) found out of the event thru e-mail. The proceedings of the 
conference will be published both in the Internet and on the paper. There will be 100 copies of the 
paper edition distributed among the participants and other interested persons. 

In the future it should be remembered to have no more than 1 or 2 conference languages. In 
our case there were 3 – English, German, Russian, but as most of the conference participants were 
from Latvia there was actually one more working language – Latvian. This resulted in translation 
and afterwards in some problems with timing. 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
R.E.N.E. Conference “Influence of Agricultural and Rural Advisers Operation Synergy on the Rural Development Process”. 25.-28.04.2005. Saulkrasti, Latvia. 
 

Participants list 

 
Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

1 
Martin Mruzek Chech 

Republic 
Agricultural Consulting Specialist      4587405010 mruzek@sendme.cz 

2 Zdenek Celta 
Chech 

Republic 
Agricultural Consulting Specialist     35891351563 celta@sendme.cz 

3 Grete Rahbek  Denmark 
Danish Agricultural Advisory 

Service 
Project Manager +4587405000   +4587405010 grh@landscentret.dk 

4 Ular Loolaid Estonia Institute of Rural Develpment 
Member of the board, leader of 

theme development 
+3727422296   +3727421981 ular.loolaid@mai.ee 

5 Kaarlo Kinnunen Finland 
Svenska lantbrukssällskapens 

förbund 
  +35891351459   +35891351563 kaarlo.kinnunen@slf.fi 

6 Marie-Luise Weigert Germany Staatliche Führungsakademie   +4908719522358   3696566647 marie-luise.weigert@fueak.bayern.de 

7 Peter Zack Germany     +00433471334331     peter.zack@llg.mrlu.lsa-net.de 

8 Thomas Kitt Germany Staatliche Fortbildungsstätte  Reinhardtsgrimma 3.505.340.724   37034737026 thomas.kitt@afl11as.smul.sachsen.de 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

9 Matyas Goda Hungary University of West Hungary Assist. Prof. +3696566663   +3696566647 godam@mtk.nyme.hu 

10 Alfons Sp

ē

ks Latvia Talsu Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3713291907 +3716460878 +3713291906 talsi@llkc.lv 

11 Andrejs Briedis Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  
Project Manager +3713050220 +3716309648 +3713022264 andrejs.briedis@llkc.lv 

12 Anita Sili Ħa Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Specialist of Animal Husbandry 

departement 
+3713007558 +3719689064 +3713022264 anita.silina@llkc.lv 

13 Antra Grundmane Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Head of Animal Husbandry 

departement 
+3713007558 +3719141031 +3713022264 antra.grundmane@llkc.lv 

14 Astr

ī

da Mangale Latvia Limbazu Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3714070624 +3716563217 +3714022077 limbazi@llkc.lv 

15 Astr

ī

da Vici Ħa Latvia 
Jekabpils Rural Advisory 

Office 
Head of Office +3715207070 +3719488480 +3715233127 astrida.vilcina@llkc.lv 

16 Baiba Briede Latvia 

Latvian University of 

Agriculture, Departement of 

Education and Home 

Economics 

Professor +3713080693     baiba.briede@llu.lv 

17 Daiga Sili Ħa Latvia 
Valmieras Rural Advisory 

Office 
Head of Office +3714221757 +3719188612 +3714221790 daiga.silina@llkc.lv 

18 Daina Sakti Ħa Latvia 
Latvian State Institute of 

Agrarian Economics  
  +3717543803       



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

19 Danute Jasjko Latvia 
Latvian State Institute of 

Agrarian Economics  
  +3717553118       

20 Edgars Linde Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Deputy Director of Rural 

Development 
+3713050220 +3719139027 +3713022264 edgars.linde@llkc.lv  

21 Ed

ī

te Rek

ē

vi

č

a Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  
Advisor of Office   +3719543153   edite.rekevica@llkc.lv 

22 Ed

ī

te Bendika Latvia Jelgavas Rural Advisory Office Advisor of Economic of Office +3713011579   +3713011579 edite.bendika@llkc.lv 

23 Eg

ī

ls Vidžups Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Specialist of Economics and 

Rural Development 

Departement 

+3713050220 +3716175323 +3713022264 egils.vidzups@llkc.lv 

24 Eleonora Maisaka  Latvia Bauskas Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3713927211 +3719286411 +3713927211 eleonora.maisaka@llkc.lv 

25 Evija Gr

ā

vere Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  
Secretary +3713050433 +3716431215 +3713022264 evija.gravere@llkc.lv 

26 Gunta Š Ħickovska Latvia 
Farmer Association of Jelgava 

district 
Head of Office   +3716824343 +3713022496 jrla@navigator.lv 

27 Guntis Sinkevi

č

s  Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Vice Head of Economics and 

Rural Development 

Departement 

+3713050220 +3719441911 +3713022264 guntis.sinkevics@llkc.lv 

28 Ieva Krakopa Latvia Saldus Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3713881014 +3719203371 +3713881014 saldus@llkc.lv 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

29 Ieva Balode Latvia Valsts RAA 
Head of Introduction of 

Programms Departement  
+3717365695   +3717365690 ieva.balode@vraa.gov.lv 

30 Ilze Skudra Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Advisor of Crop 

ProductionDepartement 
+3713050577 +3719115730 +3713022264 ilze.karele@llkc.lv 

31 Ilze Šulca Latvia 
Kuldigas Rural Advisory 

Office 
Head of Office +3713323519 +3719118502 +3713341493 kuldiga@llkc.lv 

32 In

ā

ra Stalidz

ā

ne Latvia Ltd Konsultanti           

33 Inese B

ē

rzi Ħa Latvia 
Valmieras Rural Advisory 

Office 

Specialist of Animal Husbandry 

departement 
+3714221757   +3714221790 inese.berzina@llkc.lv 

34 Inese P

ī

l

ā

dere Latvia Rural Supporting Service           

35 Ingr

ī

da Granti Ħa Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Head of Crop Production 

Departement 
+3713050220 +3719023260 +3713022264 ingrida.grantina@llkc.lv 

36 Ivars Logins Latvia 
Balvi Rural Advisory and 

Training Centre 
Head of Office +3714521058 +3716411897 +3714521058 ivars.logins@llkc.lv 

37 J

ā

nis Kleins  Latvia Ltd "Firma L4" Head of Projects +3717500180 +3719183128   janis.kleins@L4.lv 

38 Jevg

ē

nijs Ma

Ĝ

iko Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Specialist of Economics and 

Rural Development 

Departement 

+3713050576 +3716080372 +3713022264 jevgenijs.maliko@llkc.lv 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

39 Kaspars Ž

ū

ri Ħš Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  
Deputy Director +3713050220 +3719491968 +3713022264 kaspars.zurins@llkc.lv 

40 Kristaps Kronbergs Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Specialist of Training 

Departement 
+3713050220 +3719149799 +3713022264 kristaps.kronbergs@llkc.lv  

41 Laimdota Straujuma Latvia 
Ministry of Agriculture, 

Republic of Latvia 
State Secretary         

42 Ligita Silaraupa Latvia Latvian Rustic Federation Chairman +3713020513 +3719456763 +3713020513 farmerassist@latnet.lv 

43 Linda Puri Ħa Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Head of Book Keeping and 

Finance Departement 
+3713007561 +3719128630 +3713022264 linda.purina@llkc.lv 

44 Linda Rukmane Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Head of Information 

Department 
+3713050421 +3719148552 +3713022264 linda.rukmane@llkc.lv 

45 Ludis P

ē

ks Latvia 

Latvian University of 

Agriculture, Departement of 

Education and Home 

Economics 

Professor +3713080693 +3719683989   baiba.briede@llu.lv 

46 Ludmila Krasti Ħa Latvia Tukuma Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3713123452 +3719407858 +3713123452 l.krastina@llkc.lv 

47 Maija Sirvide Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Specialist of Training 

Departement 
+3713050220 +3719553548 +3713022264 maija.sirvide@llkc.lv 

48 Maira Dzelzkal

ē

ja Latvia Zemnieku Saeima Chairman +3717027044 +3719483894 +3717027044 zsa@latnet.lv 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

49 M

ā

rti Ħš Cimermanis Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  
Director +3713050220 +371285626 +3713022264 martins.cimermanis@llkc.lv 

50 

ĥ

ina Raksti Ħa Latvia 
Ministry of Agriculture, 

Republic of Latvia 

Director of Departement of 

Rural Development 
+3717027393   +3717027005 nina.rakstina@zm.gov.lv 

51 Reg

ī

na Gr

ī

nblate Latvia 
Aizkraukles Rural Advisory 

Office 
Head of Office +3715122579 +3719128632 +3715122561 aizkraukle@llkc.lv 

52 Santa P

ā

vila Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Head of Economics and Rural 

Development Departement 
+3713050220 +3719187267 +3713022264 santa.pavila@llkc.lv 

53 Sarm

ī

te Sliš

ā

ne Latvia 
Vidzemes Development 

Agency 
Head of Projects   +3718377998 +3714381350 sarmites@aluksne.lv 

54 Silvija Dreijere Latvia Preili Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3715381263 +3716552748 +3715381263 preili@llkc.lv 

55 Valda Empele Latvia Valkas Rural Advisory Office 
Specialist of Rural 

Development 
+3714725958 +3719445406 +3714725957 valda.empele@llkc.lv 

56 Videga V

ī

tola Latvia Jelgavas Rural Advisory Office Specialist of Public Relations +3713011579   +3713011579 videga.vitola@llkc.lv 

57 Viktors Kal

ā

ns Latvia 
Daugavpils Rural Advisroy 

Office 
Head of Office +3715422332 +3719551000 +3715423215 viktors@llkc.lv 

58 Vilhelm

ī

ne Gargurne Latvia 
Gulbenes Rural Advisory 

Office 
Head of Office +3714473852 +3719465820 +3714473852 gulbene@llkc.lv 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

59 Viola Kaparšmite Latvia 
Aluksnes Rural Advisory 

Office 
Head of Office +3714307012 +3719166807 +3714307013 viola.kaparsmite@llkc.lv 

60 Zanda Dimanta Latvia 
The Latvian Rural Advisory 

and Training Centre  

Specialist of Computer 

Graphics and Layout 
+3713050421 +3716135858 +3713022264 zanda.dimanta@llkc.lv 

61 Zanda Kr

ū

kl

ī

te Latvia Ltd "Agito" Director +3717504260 +3719484101 +3717504261 zanda@agito.lv 

62 Zigfr

ī

ds Baumanis Latvia Siguldas Rural Advisory Office Head of Office +3717973491 +3719118648 +3717973491 sigulda@llkc.lv 

63 Giedre Butkiene Lithuania 
Lithuanian Agricultural 

Advisory Service 
      78672546097   

64 Rimtautas Petraitis Lithuania 
Russian Agricultural Advisory 

centre 
Vice Director +37034738415   +37034737026 rimtautas.petraitis@lzukt.lt 

65 Galina Demishkevich Russia 
Russian Agricultural Advisory 

centre 
Manager +709570001238   +70957001238 galina_dem@mtu-net.ru 

66 Natalya Andreeva Russia 
United Nations Development 

Programme 

National Agriculture Expert, 

Phd, MoA - Extension 

conseiller 

78672451426 79284805412 78672546097 natalia.andreeva@undp.ru 

67 Oleg Kiryushin Russia 
Association of milk producers 

in Kaliningrad region 
Manager +70112341911 79022196211   rick_apk_ko@mail.ru 

68 Roman Korinets Ukraine 
Social Organization "Institute 

of Rural Development" 
Expert +380442721760   +380442721760 rk@icp.org.ua 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

Nr. Name Surname State Organization Position Phone Mobil Phone Fax e-mail 

69 Baiba B

ā

ne Latvia ZM  Valsts sekret

ā

ra vietniece         

70 El

ī

na Konstantinova Latvia LLU doktorante   6489382   elina_konstantinova@inbox.lv  

 
 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
At the end here some photo-impressions from the congress: 
 
 
on behalf of all participants we say sincere thanks for all commitment of our Latvian Partner 
and good bye at any time! 
 
Marie-Luise Weigert and FÜAK Team 
 
 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 



 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 


